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To ‘Go Easy’ on Helms 


By Jack Nelson 

Los Aneeles Times 

When another VIP tugs at Attorney 
General Griffin ’B. Bell’s sleeve at a 
Washington cocktail party these days, 
chances are it is more than just a 
friendly greeting. 

Frequently it is an appeal to “go 
easy” on Richard Helms, the former 
Central Intelligence Agency director 
who faces possible indictment -on a 
perjury charge for lying to a Senate 
subcommittee. 

The appeals come from journalists 
as well as politicians, from Democrats 
as well as Republicans, and from such 
political heavyweights as Averell Har- 
riman, former New York governor 
and top federal official in Democratic 
administrations, and former Vice 
President Nelson A. Rockefeller, an- 
other former New York governor and 
a leading Republican for decades. 

But Bell, in a lengthy interview, 
said the almost constant pressure ap- 
plied by members of the Washington 
establishment in behalf of Helms will 
not deter him from “doing my best to 
vindicate the rule of law.” 

He said the Helms case is compli- 
cated because of the foreign affairs 
and national security implications, 
however, and has been difficult to re- 
solve. 

Bell hopes to resolve the question 
of prosecution in that matter and in 
two other sensitive cases— FBI bur- 
glaries and South Korean government 
influence-peddling among members of 
Congress— before U.S. District Court , 
Judge Frank M. Johnson Jr. becomes 
FBI director early next year. 

As establishment types are pressing 
Bell on the Helms matter, ordinary 
citizens are flooding him with mail in 
an attempt to persuade him to lay off 
the FBI. 

“You wouldn’t believe the reservcnr 
of goodwill among the American pub- 
lic for the FBI,” said Bell. “I get let- 


ters from all over, and they don’t 
want FBI agents prosecuted.” 

Bell receives many letters from 
friends who are contemporaries and 
who served with the FBI during 
World War II, when some FBI break- 
ins were justified officially on 
grounds of national security. “But it 
was a lot different then,” said Bell. 
“People just don’t want to take that 
into account. Most of them just want 
to leave the FBI alone now.” 

As for the Korean scandal. Bell 
saki, there has been little pressure. 
“Everyone just wants us to get that 
one over with,” he said. “Even the 
President. They say, ‘For God^s sakes, 
finish it.’ ” 

Bell pointed out that he inherited 
all three of the sensitive cases from 
the Ford administration and said the 
investigations did not seem to be go- 
ing anywhere fast when he took over 
the Justice Department. 

As he accelerated the investiga- 
tions, the pressure in the Helms and 
FBI cases increased. 

Veteran senators and other political 
figures who support Helms began to 
tell Bell that he did not “understand 
the system.” 

“They would say, ‘You can’t indict a 
man who has had 35 years of public 
service, ’ ” Bell said. 

At a recent party, CBS commenta- 
tor Eric Sevareid told him, “It would 
be a shame if Helms is indicted.” Bell 
replied: “I canft talk about that.” 

Some prominent Washington 
figures have been more public in 
their support of Helms. Hugh Sidey, 
Washington bureau chief of Time 
Magazine, has passionately defended 
Helms on television and in speeches. 

William E. Simon, who served as 
Treasury Secretary in the Nixon and 
Ford administrations, recently stated 
that a legal defepse fund e-stab iis hfid 

for fiK wiio 

tlao wovld ptovidc taontgr far Baliiiit’ 

legal defense if he were indicted. 



RICHARD HELMS 
. . . numerous VIP supporters 

Bell, speaking at a Griffin Bell Day 
ceremony in his hometown of Ameri- 
cus, Ga., the other day, said the pre- 
dicament he finds himself in concern- 
ing the sensitive cases he inherited re- 
minded him of a story he had told 
President Carter, a story the Presi- 
dent later related during a televised 
press conference. 

“It involved a man who was charged 
with being drunk and setting a bed on 
fire,” Bell said. “When the judge 
asked him to enter his plea, he said, 
‘I plead guilty to being drunk, but 
the bed was on fire when I got into 
it.’ ” 

Bell also joked about the many sto- 
ries involving the cases that have 
been leaked to the news media. He 
told of a recent Cabinet meeting at 
which he jokingly commented to Car- 
ter that he had hOlfeing to report be- 
cause most of what he knew was se- 
cret The Attorney Generai quoted the 
President as retorting: 

‘•^ah^I-lfead about your secrets ev- 
the newspaper — the 
KdA, the Helms case and the FBI 
cases.” 
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Ambassador Spc 


By Don Oberdorfer 

B RIAECLIFF manor. N. Y. For- 

mer U.S. Ambassador Edward M. JFA ' 
Korry, charging that a Senate commib 
tee suppressed important facts and 
grossly distorted bis role in opposing 
.. Salvador Allende in Chile, is preparing -• 

to sell his house, pack up ?nd imoe .jt’eiSi 
aiiroart. Because of his loss of faith in 
this country's political syslejn, he fimls f. ,jrSa 
it "intolci'ahle” to continue living in 
's W i the United States.-; - ■ 

"I was the only man in all of the U.S. 
government who was ready to swear 
under oath, with lie detector attached, BSjJs 
- about the U ,S. role in Chile, to provide ' >'1 

the documentation, who was ready to . 

account in full, ready to undergo pub- » \ 

, lie or executive session interrogation, y 

ready to tell everj'thmg. I had no gov- 
^rnment pension, no ties to any group. A 

I was never a member of any political f C 

party. I served three Presidents with ' , < 

equal devotion and dedication,” the 
former official said in the rapid-fire 
cadences of outrage which have be- w 

I -ifi ' come liis accustomed manner. 

MTiy was this knowledgeable and ea- “ i 
ger witness not permitted to testify to _ ‘ 

the Senate Intelligence Committee up- ' 
til after its reports on Chile bad been 
w> itten and distributed, and then only 
bfie/lyjl Why was his later day long e.\. 
ccutive session testimony -- given at . 
his insistence - kept secret by com- . 
mittee vote? Why was he not permit 
led to go before a federal grand jury 
as he requested following a lengthy 
deposition given to Justice Depart- > wM given 
incut attoineys? sentence a 

Son. Frank Church (D tdaho), who Ing inforn 
was chairman of the Senate Intelllg- and CIA n 
ence Committee at the lime, said the Senate si 
committee had net beard Korry before multinatio: 
distributing two Chile reports bc>caHse JoJjlesa 
the former ambassador had been in- " 
teiv \ewed by a staff member and sub- ORR1 

milted a long letter for the recoriS, i\.state{ 
I i Korry was heard briefly in public ses- “The only 
Sion the day a committee report on ered up is 
‘ covert action in CTiiIe was handed ouj-v tCHth abou 
According to the committee staff, Kor-*^ . and 
ry's subsequent executive hearing was terview. 

' kept secret by senatorial vole, taken IBS state 
by telephone last May 11, after “secur- lightly, foi 
ity objections” to its release were re- ence with 
ccived by the Central Intelligence plomacy. 

A gency and the State Departments magazine - 
'■ -The Justice Department told Kerry in Europe 
by letter Sept. .30 that he was oot being with distil 
^ called to testify before a grand jury in-, Ethiopia^ 1 

^ -adieqsnjog^'qjotfa/iangnoiat^sBM. 

^ uaq* ‘sosei aqt U! sm n ueqj peoeid snag aqt 0 
j aatjad jbj s| Xpaejia sajms paJinfl aqi ' ‘EiloguoH 


’ of Kennedy and Johnson, the reputa- 
tion of the Democratic Party and oth- 
ers involved. 

■'*^3 The Case Against Allende 

f^OKRY DOES NOT feel that U.S. 

^ If Im. opposition to Allende’s election in 

* 1970 was unjustified. Charging that 

“**1^ [Allende’s] closest cronies were 
paid agents of the Castro government 
for many years,” Korry portrayed Ah 
, ; lende as highly unreliable, devious and 

J'ir/v erircmistinhisviews. AsU.S. ambas- 
i' ?| '-i Tta, '. sador to Chile, Korry said, he was get- 
ting "e-xtremely accurate information” 
i f-l-iV' from the CIA. including “an ahsolntely 
"i^.. ' accurate summary of the poUtburo 

\ MCI 'mgs of the Communist Party of 

• 7- ' ' fTi'i'i' c iu'e." Through these sourciis, Korry 

*■< - 1.' ' ' w "'7*1 'd, he knew that Allende planned to 

1 '■ F*' JR-, 1 < more than $1 hlUlon in U.S. 

- .'J ■» jS'iV li'.-;,sandtakeotherdrasticactioiis. 

*5* According to Kerry, Soviet eoppe* 
technicians were visiting Chilean 
^ mines at which U.S. interests were 

■ . . . ' being nationalized at the very time -- 

' *'** ' P™8 Allende as 

president was teUing Korry that he 
• ' C '1 * would “never” permit Russians near 

' t- I'l. .0 mines. Despite some close ties 

i ■*.' .-it ; and plans for others. Korry maintsins, 

. -■ ' the Soviet Union sealed Allende’s 

-.-....yp. ■■ dciai'faU by rejecting his request for 

$500 mUlion in aid in November, 1972. 
cn!teaFie3iniem=HMiii -jjyjgjjjg {0 make his peace TOth 
the United States and passing word of 
this decision t(> U.S. officials. 

Korry portrays his role in the pollth 
Investments were ITT cal maneuverings surrounding Al- ^ 
Dtt and Anaconda cop- lende’s election in 1970 as a compll-' ' 
Corrysaid. Cated one aimed at protecting U.S. ta- 

rnmept policy had not payer and strategic interests In Chile 
ivestment guai’antees through “minimum" campaigns of 
d firms, according to pressure and covert action, while stav- 
vas reversed following tog off demands from President Nix- 
jeal by Kennedy to . on, mMtinational corporations and 
Her, chairman (then others for much stronger and more 
he Chase Manhattan dangerous measures, 
se greater business in- As U.S. ambassador, Korry said, he 
jatin America. Korry planned much of the 1970 CIA covert 
from sources directly action in Chile. He maintained that the 
le multipational firms total U.S. expenditure to influence the 
' promised the invest- campaign was “a terribly minor mat- 
s before the 1964 Chi- ter” of $400,000 in “standard antl-Com- 
y 1967, some $600 mil- munist propaganda for the most part.” 
antees had been issued There were also about $35,000 in con- 
tates for Chile — one- tinulng payoffs to a Chilean politician 
orldwide total at that who had helped in 1964 and “a few 
thousand dollars” spent on “a spoiling 
ifficial said important operation” to aeate dissension within 
ervened with the State AUende’s Socialist Party, 
beh Jf of investment The former ambassador said be rec- 
he mnltinauo.nal firms ommeuded the aiPhonty for payoffs 
e taxpayers on the in ca.se AUendes eiectioa was con- 
d Sms. J. WlITiasn Ful- tested within the Chilean tonsre>.s and 
Bour'se Hitkeiilooper votes “go on ‘he auction Work.” The 
Morse (D Ore). Joseph secret U S. “30 Comnuuce" ujui' oi 1/ 
hn iSparkmaa tUAIa ), approved $250,009 for Uie effort to^ 
?a (0 Mo.) and Eugena thwaj t the jyiende t iciory by congtes- 
in) sscrial n'j'ncivi'r. Korry said bi i *- 


Chile^s President SnlvudoT Alii nde, lift, n'iih Antbnss&dor Edward Af. Korry id Suntiago in 1971, 


the dfcputed U.S.-Cbitean historical re- 
cord, in which he is depicted as the 
sponsor of a covert campaign against 
Allende. Late in November the Wil- 
mington, Dei., News Journal published 
a lengthy article .iased on Korry’s 
charges, and another is planned. 

Reports of the' Senate Intelligenca 
Committee, tixtensively covered in the 
press, attributed to Kerry political 
planning and economic pressures 
against Allende. The committee cited a 
Korry recommendation to the State 
Department and CIA pric® to the 1970 , 
Chilean election, ^eluding a contin- 
gency plan for “a $500,000 effort” to 
convince members hf the Chilean con- 
gress not to vote Mendejnto office. 
(The money was never spent, and the 
congress did elect Allende afteb he 
won a plurality jn a three-way race in 
the general election.) Korry was also 
quoted as warning Chileans that, if Al- 
lende came to power, U.S. economic 
repi’feals would condemn the country 
to deprivation and poverty. 

Korry does not deny the authentic- 
ity of the 'ioeumi nfs -which vere ePesi, 


After leaving Chile end the U.S. g-jv- 
emtnent, Korry w.is president of the 
Association of Amcriean Publishcis 
and Mer of the pr^igious United Na- 
tions Association of the United States. 
Since the spring of 1974, when contro- 
versy over the U.S. role in Chile began 
to widen, Korry has been unemployed 
and, he maintains, unemployable in 
his chosen fields of journalrem and 
public service. ^ 

Today he lives a spartan and largely 
boiated life in a restored 1740s house 
in this fasMpnabla Westchester 
County suburb, reviewing and rethink- 
ing what he saw, heard and wrote hi 
Chile and its aftermath. Sitting on the 
edge of an overstuffed chair or paring 
the large bedroom-study, this tall, 
balding man backs up his charges with 
citations from a clutter of fil^ books, 
memoranda, draft book chapters, and 
notes which he has iaboriousiy taken 
ot SBA noiSnjqsBiiiles to and from hlv 
-eq ejnetep mqi o. 
ssepm — iio nefirry has had no sue- 
-Bidaoosaa nino« ' Ami'ricaa sehohns 
itions - to say na 
,VrTnaient— togive 
,>!! to his version of 


>n ihh Itos been covered 


. . — ™ 

st would fill ike honest truth about the [loliliml 
$y stem in the 1960s and I970s.’^ 


is "a myth,” Korry 


I fmd satisfaction' c 

ObanU/rSer ss' 
sporulcnt a 'Ih ' 
"Cti'S .anff. I 




